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under laws guaranteeing absolute political 
equality to women; 

Whereas she cast that vote as a 70 year-old 
woman in the town of Laramie’s municipal 
election; 

Whereas, the Laramie Daily Sentinel 
wrote, ‘‘It is comforting to note that our 
first woman voter was really a lady . . . of 
the highest social standing in the commu-
nity, universally beloved and respected. The 
scene was in the highest degree interesting 
and impressive. There was too much good 
sense in our community for any jeers or 
sneers to be seen on such an occasion’’; 

Whereas this vote was inspirational to the 
women’s suffrage movement and to the cause 
of civil rights; 

Whereas, Wyoming’s statehood, in 1890, 
brought the codification of this suffrage 
right through the ratification of the new Wy-
oming State constitution under Article 6, 
section 1; 

Whereas, when the Congress threatened to 
withhold statehood from Wyoming, territory 
legislators replied with a telegram stating 
that Wyoming would remain out of the 
Union 100 years rather than join without 
women’s suffrage; 

Whereas President Benjamin Harrison, on 
July 10, 1890, signed into law a bill admitting 
Wyoming into the Union, and recognizing it 
as the Nation’s ‘‘Equality State’’; 

Whereas these actions instigated a path to 
the passage of the 19th Amendment to the 
United States Constitution 50 years after 
Louisa Swain’s historical first vote; and 

Whereas September 6, 2008, would be an ap-
propriate date to designate as Louisa Swain 
Day: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress supports 
the designation of a Louisa Swain Day. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS IRVING JO-
SEPH SCHWARTZ POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform be 
discharged from further consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 6837) to designate the 
facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 7925 West Russell 
Road in Las Vegas, Nevada, as the 
‘‘Private First Class Irving Joseph 
Schwartz Post Office Building,’’ and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6837 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. PRIVATE FIRST CLASS IRVING JO-

SEPH SCHWARTZ POST OFFICE 
BUILDING. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 7925 
West Russell Road in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Pri-
vate First Class Irving Joseph Schwartz Post 
Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 

record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Private First Class Ir-
ving Joseph Schwartz Post Office Building’’. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RELIGIOUS AND 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE FESTIVAL OF DIWALI 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform be 
discharged from further consideration 
of House Resolution 245 and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 245 

Whereas Diwali, a festival of great signifi-
cance to Indian Americans and South Asian 
Americans, is celebrated annually by Hindus, 
Sikhs, and Jains throughout the United 
States; 

Whereas there are nearly 2,000,000 Hindus 
in the United States, of which approximately 
1,250,000 are of Indian and South Asian ori-
gin; 

Whereas the word ‘‘Diwali’’ is a shortened 
version of the Sanskrit term ‘‘Deepavali’’, 
which means ‘‘a row of lamps’’; 

Whereas Diwali is a festival of lights, dur-
ing which celebrants light small oil lamps, 
place them around the home, and pray for 
health, knowledge, and peace; 

Whereas celebrants of Diwali believe that 
the rows of lamps symbolize the light within 
the individual that rids the soul of the dark-
ness of ignorance; 

Whereas Diwali, falling on the last day of 
the last month in the lunar calendar, is cele-
brated as a day of thanksgiving and the be-
ginning of the new year for many Hindus; 

Whereas for Hindus, Diwali is a celebration 
of the victory of good over evil; 

Whereas for Sikhs, Diwali is feted as the 
day that the sixth founding Sikh Guru, or re-
vered teacher, Guru Hargobind, was released 
from captivity by the Mughal Emperor 
Jehangir; and 

Whereas for Jains, Diwali marks the anni-
versary of the attainment of moksha or lib-
eration by Mahavira, the last of the 
Tirthankaras, who were the great teachers of 
Jain dharma, at the end of his life in 527 
B.C.: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) recognizes the religious and historical 
significance of the festival of Diwali; and 

(2) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation recognizing Diwali. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
THAT THE SECRETARY OF COM-
MERCE SHOULD USE ALL REA-
SONABLE MEASURES TO ENSURE 
THAT EVERY PERSON IS COUNT-
ED IN THE 2010 DECENNIAL CEN-
SUS 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform be 
discharged from further consideration 
of House Resolution 1262 and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 1262 

Whereas the decennial census is described 
in article I, section 2 of the Constitution, 
which calls for an actual enumeration of the 
people every 10 years; 

Whereas the decennial census is used to ap-
portion seats in the House of Representa-
tives among the States; 

Whereas the decennial census is crucial to 
Federal policymakers who distribute billions 
of taxpayer dollars among many Federal pro-
grams based on the results of those enumera-
tions; 

Whereas the first official census was con-
ducted in 1790 under the leadership of Thom-
as Jefferson, who was then the Secretary of 
State; 

Whereas the 2010 decennial census will be 
the 23rd decennial census; 

Whereas an accurate census is one that 
counts, as of the decennial census date, all 
persons living in the United States, any ter-
ritory or possession of the United States, or 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and all 
Federal civilian and military personnel serv-
ing abroad; and 

Whereas an accurate 2010 decennial census 
is crucial for our democracy and the equi-
table distribution of Federal funds: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the House of Representatives demands 

that the 2010 decennial census count every 
person living in the United States, any terri-
tory or possession of the United States, or 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and all 
Federal civilian and military personnel serv-
ing abroad; and 

(2) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that, in conducting the 2010 de-
cennial census, the Secretary of Commerce 
should use all reasonable means to count 
every person living in the United States, any 
territory or possession of the United States, 
or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and 
all Federal civilian and military personnel 
serving abroad. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

RECOGNIZING ARMED FORCES DAY 
Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform be 
discharged from further consideration 
of House Resolution 1122 and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 
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